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By Chris Campbell  
 

The Boone County Historical Societyôs Endowment Trust Board has chosen 
its 2019 inductees to the Boone County Hall of Fame: the Honorable Ann Cov-
ington, Buchroeders Jewelry and Don Faurot.  
The 2019 living recipient is retired chief justice of the Missouri Supreme 

Court, the honorable Ann Covington. Covington was the first female to serve 
the Show-Me State in a number of crucial judicial roles. She was selected to 
serve as a judge on the Missouri Court of Appeals in 1987, named to the Mis-
souri Supreme Court in 1989, and became chief justice in 1993. For all this 
and more the American Bar Association recognized her as one of the Women 
Trailblazers in the Law. 
 Covington has also been active in higher education. She served on the Uni-

versity of Missouri Board of Curators from 2013 to 2015, has served for many 
years as a member of MUôs Truman Scholarship and Mark Twain Fellowship 
committees, and mentored many law students. In 2017 Covington was induct-
ed into the Missouri Public Affairs Hall of Fame. She earned her juris doctor-
ate from the University of Missouri School of Law and has been a Columbia 
resident for 51 years. 
The 2019 organization or business inductee is Buchroeders Jewelry. Found-

ed in 1896, Buchroeders is the leading provider of diamonds and engagement 
rings in the Midwest. It is one of Columbiaôs oldest, continually operating 
businesses. Mills Menser, president and owner of Buchroeders, is a Boone 
County native who purchased Buchroeders from his father in 2007. His father, 
Michael, purchased it from the Buchroeders family in 1971. Buchroeders has 
successfully transitioned their business model from a traditional jewelry store 
into a modern, high-volume bridal boutique and through its purchasing arm, 
diamondbanc.com, it acquires diamonds and jewelry nationwide, and has loca-
tions in Kansas City, Charlotte and coming soon in Atlanta.  
The 2019 posthumous recognition goes to a pioneer in American College 

Football and a true son of Missouri, the late Don Faurot (1902ï1995). Faurot 
was a football, baseball and basketball player, coach, and college athletics ad-
ministrator. Through those roles he had an eight-decade association with the 
University of Missouri. Faurot was the athletic director at Missouri from 1935 
to 1942 and again from 1946 to 1967.  He lettered in three sports at MU in the 
early 1920s: in football, as a halfback, basketball and baseball. 

Three Selected for Boone County Hall Of Fame 

 

ñMy artworks are meant to depict spaces, bodies and objects that should never have existed. But 
they do. Whether they will continue to be made is a question for each of us. We answer the ques-
tion with our votes, our credit cards, our meals and our entertainment.ò ï Matthew Ballou, 2019 

 

 The Montminy Gallery is proud to announce Matthew Ballouôs exhibition, The Eternal Idol: Conflict, Impossi-
ble Scenes, and the Denial of Human Value, which will be on display April 4 ï June 2, 2019. The work in the ex-
hibit was created between 2006 and 2019 and represents Ballouôs ongoing attempt to picture the impossible spac-
es created by a collective unwillingness to constrain power, war, greed and consumerism. Ballou, an educator, 
writer and visual artist living and working in Columbia, Missouri, strives to make the foolishness of conflict, op-
pression and war apparent through his art. Join us at the opening reception and artist talk from 4:30 to 6:30 pm on 
Friday, April 12. This event is free and open to the public.  

The Eternal Idol: 

MATTHEWBALLOU 

Conflict, Impossible Scenes, and the Denial of Human Value 

OPENING RECEPTION & ARTIST TALK: 

Friday, April 12, 4:30 - 6:30 PM 
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 Faurot was inducted into the College Football Hall 
of Fame as a coach in 1961. His major contributions 
were two-fold: retiring the $500,000 debt through 
scheduling Ohio State over nine of 11 years (losing all 
of them), and most notably to the game of football  
through his innovation of the Split-T offense at Mizzou 
in 1941. In the post-World War II era, many coaches 
adopted the Faurot formation. More than 60 years later, 
it is still in vogue today at all levels of football. Several 
of football's most notable formationsðthe Wishbone, 
Wingbone, Veer or I-attack and othersðutilize Faurot's 
option play as their basic concept. Faurotôs Split-T of-
fense was inspired by his experience with the ñ2 on 1 

fast breakò in basketball. Todayôs popular RPO (run-
pass option) and Spread Offensive schemes are rooted in 
what Coach Faurot invented in 1941.  
 In 1972, the Tigersô football playing surface was of-

ficially named Faurot Field in his honor. In 1995, Faurot 
placed the final square of sod as MU successfully con-
verted the stadium's floor back to natural grass. 
The 2019 Enshrinement Ceremony and Gala is a din-

ner banquet that will be held at a date and location to be 
announced next month. Tickets will be available in early 
autumn. Chief Justice Covington, Mills Menser of 
Buchroeders and the family of the late Don Faurot will 
all be in attendance. The 2018 inductees were Eliot and 
Muriel Battle, Boone Electric Cooperative and Norm 
Stewart. Learn more at boonehistory.org/hall-of-fame. 
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 Find us on social media @boonehistory 

Meet the Author  Whatôs Happening at the 
History and Culture Center 

By Chris Campbell 
 

¶ The Centerôs front parking lot 
has been restriped, making finding 
your parking place easier and mak-
ing the aging lot generally more 
attractive. The lot has also had 
three potholes filled and three, new 
handicapped parking signs installed 
above newly-painted blue parking 
stalls. The new handicapped spaces 
also include a van loading and un-
loading space. 

¶ Plans for the next concert in 
the Blind Boone Piano Concert Se-
ries move along. The June 3 con-
cert featuring ñMissouriôs Queen of 
the Rootsò Aina Cook, will be the 
first concert in series history to be 
held outdoors. Ainaôs roots and 
blues band will be performing from 
the gazebo facing west to an audi-
ence on our manicured lawn adja-
cent to the Montminy Gallery. The 
ticket will be only $10 for adults 
and every season ticket holder will 
be admitted with their season pass. 
Boss Taco will be bringing their 
awesome food truck and Logboat 
Brewery will offer beer and wine 
for those over 21 years of age. 
Signage for sponsors is still availa-
ble and if an individual or a busi-
ness is interested in supporting this 
event, contact the Centerôs office.  

¶ The Centerôs History Research 
Library, located in the Montminy 
Gallery, has undergone several 
changes and a general renovation 
over the last few months. The win-
dows that looked out into the Gal-
lery have been taken out to provide 
more privacy and wall space        
for shelving. Volunteers Carolyn  

Meta Meta Make Belief author discusses poetry 
 

 By Kris Somerville 
 

On March 16 Columbia, Missouri poet Marc McKee discussed his poetry 
collection Meta Meta Make Belief at the Boone County History and Culture 
Centerôs ñMeet the Authorò series.   
Meta Meta Make Belief is McKeeôs fourth book from Black Lawrence 

Press, an independent publisher of fiction, nonfiction and poetry. In the style 
of many of his favorite avant-garde New York authors such as Kenneth 
Koch, Frank OôHara, James Schuyler and John Ashbery, the work is play-
ful, edgy, irreverent and tradition-shattering while also being infused with a 
good deal of solace.  
McKeeôs poetry has appeared online and in print journals such as Ameri-

can Poetry Review, Bennington Review, Conduit, Copper Nickel, Cra-
zyhorse, Forklift, Ohio, The Journal, Los Angeles Review, among others. He 
teaches as the University of Missouri and is managing editor of the Missouri 
Review. To learn more visit boonehistory.org/meet-the-author. 
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Newly restriped handicapped spaces 
include a van loading and unloading 
space to help ensure that all individuals 
are welcome at the Center. 

Hall of Fame inductees (continued from page 1) 

The Sasquatch Murder: April author event 
explores �³love, myth, reality and humor�´�� 

  

 Join us at 10:30 a.m. on April 13 
for a look at the unconventional cast 
of characters built by author Jeffrey 
Viles in his debut novel The Sas-
quatch Murder (A Love Story), 
which was a 2017 Foreword Indies 
Book of the Year Finalist for Adult 
Fiction. It is a playful book that fol-
lows the travails of Jake Holly who 
by chance shoots and kills a female 
sasquatch. Because his victim is so-
human looking, he is charged with 
murder. Readers are treated to a col-
orful milieu as the book explores the 
mystery of Bigfoot.  
 In a piece for Foreword Review 
Susan Waggoner said it is ñno typi-
cal bigfoot tale, Jeffery Vilesôs The 
Sasquatch Murder is a genre-
bending novel that mingles love, 
myth, reality and humor in its big-
hearted embrace of all creatures 
great and small. The Sasquatch Mur-

der is an accomplished and thoroughly enjoyable tale, the kind of book one 
is sorry to finish because itôs such good company.ò 
Viles describes himself as a ñmostly Missourian who was born an Okieò. 

He is a former journalist, who served as the news editor at the Columbia 
Tribune; a Vietnam veteran and jack-of-all trades entrepreneur who owned a 
petroleum distribution company, a hotel and restaurant and construction 
company at different points throughout his career. 

Collings, Nancy Thomas, Carolyn 
Spier, Dianna O�¶Brien  and intern 
Madelyn Knight have consolidated 
hundreds of files, making it possible 
to remove some of the many file 
cabinets and create a larger study 
space. Additionally, Nancy Thomas 
donated two, large lateral file cabi-
nets to replace older, vertical cabi-
nets. All these efforts allowed for 
the Research Libraryôs files to be 
consolidated in one central space, 
thus, making it quicker and easier to 
locate files. New paint was applied 
to the walls and Acquisition Com-
mittee Co-chair Carolyn Collings 
has a new and more practical desk. 
The research library is open to the 
public by appointment for the re-
search and study of any of the thou-
sands of subjects found in our       
vertical files. 

¶ The Board of Directors recently 
endorsed the staffôs suggestion that 
the Acquisition Committee and the 
Boone County Historical Society 
put off accepting any artifact dona-
tions through July 31. One of the 
reasons for this moratorium in-
volves the number donations made  
over the last six months of 2018 that 
are awaiting processing. Additional-
ly, the staff and Acquisitions Com-
mittee wanted to use this time to 
renovate the research library and 
continue to re-organize space in the 
Centerôs vaults beneath the Mont-
miny Gallery to ensure the best pro-
tection for our collections. 


