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The “Summer Give”
By Chris Campbell, Executive Director
It’s that time of year again, when we
reach out to our many hundreds of friends
and supporters and ask for their financial
assistance during our ‘Summer Give’ fundraising campaign.
This year our goal is $20,000, and every
penny of that is needed to maintain our
programming, support our upcoming exhibits and meet our facility needs.
When you receive your Summer Give
envelope in the mail (look for a business
envelope with two remarkable vintage
photographs on the front—both photographs from our Hank Waters III Digital
Imaging Lab), please do take a moment
and send us a gift that will help us reach
our goals. I would especially ask you to
contribute a gift you are comfortable with
if you have never made a summer or holiday campaign donation before. It might
surprise you to know that despite having
1,200 individuals, families and businesses
as members or supporters, only about 60
individuals or couples donate to Summer
Give each year.
If local history, the arts and culture matter to you and you think they should continue to be explored by generations of
Boone Countians, please help. By doing so
you will help to ensure an exciting future
for the Boone County Historical Society.

MEETINGS & EVENTS
Tuesday, June 4 – 6:00-8:00 pm
Genealogical Society of Boone County
and Central Missouri Picnic
Saturday, June 8
Small Art/Big Stories
Collaborative Exhibition Opens
Montminy Gallery
Wednesday, June 12 – 1:00pm
Historic Sites Committee
Friday, June 14 – 5:00-7:00pm
Small Art/Big Stories
Opening Reception
Montminy Gallery
Saturday, June 15 – 10:30am
Meet the Author
William Least Heat-Moon

Wednesday, June 19 – 7:00pm
Sons of Confederate Veterans Meeting
Thursday, June 20 – 4:30pm
Endowment Trust Board Meeting
Saturday, June 22 – 9am-7:30pm
Montminy Gallery
Closed for Private Events
Wednesday, June 29 – 4pm
Board of Directors Meeting

Come in.

We’re
Open.

History & Culture Center Hours

11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Wednesday through Saturday
12 Noon to 4:30 p.m. Sunday

Thursday, July 4
Independence Day
History & Culture Center Closed

The Art of Storytelling: Montminy Exhibition
Explores Art’s Power to Communicate
By Kate Gray,
Montminy Gallery Director
When you look at artwork, do you wonder, “What is the story behind this painting?” or “What was the artist’s inspirational
source?” The current exhibition at the
Montminy Gallery explores how art paired
with the art of storytelling can add another
dimension to an exhibition experience.
The new show, Small Art/Big Stories: 17
Miniature Exhibitions, explores the power
of this pairing. As an additional twist, the
17 curated artists were asked to create three
to seven pieces of work that were no larger
than 8” x 10”.
Each artist also wrote one narrative that
tells the story of their work and how all of
the pieces tie together. From miniature
paintings to tiny furniture, this exhibition
captures the creative energy of some of our
most talented local artists.
Featured artists include Catherine Armbrust, Don Asbee, Kirsty Buchanan, Tootie
Burns, Marilyn Cummins, Martha Daniels,
Philip Gresham, Zoe Hawk, Linda Hoffman, Tony Irons, Nancy Katzman, Bradley
Meinke, Kathryn Mitter, Mike Seat, Colleen Smith, Shannon Soldner and Kim Suntrup.
Although the dimensions may be minute,
the work proves that profound narratives
can come in small packages.
—Continued on Page 4

Sample work from various artists in the show, June 8–July 28.
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What’s Happening at the
History and Culture Center?
By Chris Campbell, Executive Director

 The organization’s Board of Directors and its
Endowment Trustees hosted a reception honoring both the Faces Found: Boone County Portraits 1886—1940 exhibit, and two special
guests who were instrumental in rescuing the
massive collection of 500,000 photography negatives between the early 1970s and the mid
1990s. Those two individuals, Laura Prince
and Kim Schafermeyer, gave remarks that illuminated the first organizing work in the early
1990s. Laura came in from Washington, DC,
and Kim from Lexington, Kentucky. Eighty
guests affiliated with the Hank Waters III Digital Imaging Lab attended the reception in the
Montminy Gallery before taking in the exhibit
in the Walters West History Gallery. Later that
evening, the event’s organizer, Karen Miller,
and others, hosted a ‘thank you’ dinner for
Laura and Kim at the Park Restaurant.
 The Hall of Fame Gala is scheduled for Friday,
November 1 this year. The event team at the
Columbia Marketing Group (CMG/Columbia
Business Times magazine) under the direction of
Erica Pfefferman will be the event’s coordinator. Gala chairperson Michelle Baumstark and
the Hall of Fame Planning Committee are
thrilled to be working with CMG to produce the
2019 event that they hope will be even better
than last year’s gala.
 The American Alliance for Museum’s membership magazine, Museum, will be featuring our
exhibit Faces Found: Boone County Portraits
1886-1940, in a brief, one-column piece in their
July/August issue. It is the nation’s largest, professional museum industry magazine and counts
every major American museum in its membership. The magazine only provides space for
new exhibit announcements from around the
country for six or seven museums in each issue.
This is very likely the first time BCHS has ever
appeared in this magazine.
(continued next column)
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 New perennial plants, including flowers and boxwood shrubs, were ordered and have been planted
near the veranda. Huge thanks goes out to Property
Manager Ryan Noffke for this work as well as Carolyn Doyle and Alice Havard for their efforts
maintaining the front parking lot planters and the
spaces in the Knipp Garden. In each space, Carolyn
and Alice planted annuals that will look terrific for
all of our summer and fall special events.
 A new intern from Taylor University in Indiana,
Columbia native Cameron Hawkins, will be with
us three days each week through mid-August. Cameron is studying history and hopes to work in the
museum field after graduation. Part of Cameron’s
work week will be spent in the Waters Digital Imaging Lab.
 On May 16 the History & Culture Center hosted
four individuals from Southwestern University in
Georgetown, Texas. An art professor and three undergrads spent the day in our Montminy Vault (#8)
to research the papers, drawings and paintings of
Tracy Montminy for their work to re-create a post
office mural removed in the 1940s from its location
in Kennebunkport, Maine. They were grant-funded
for this trip and have assistance from the National
Archives and the United States Postal Service. They
look forward to sharing their findings and the publicity of their finished work with us.
 I recently returned from an exceptionally informative and exciting four-day conference in New Orleans. The American Alliance for Museum’s (AAM)
annual conference theme was ‘Dynamic, Relevant,
Essential: Sustaining Vibrant Museums’. Major
subjects of the conference included; building new
mission-related revenue streams, championing diversity and inclusivity, and creating mutually beneficial collaborations and partnerships. I wish to
thank the membership and especially the Board of
Directors for supporting my attendance at the conference. BCHS was represented through my participation in panels and lectures that included Rebranding with a Purpose, Strategic Partnerships, Recruiting & Retaining Volunteers, Visitor Engagement,
and Collections Management Research. BCHS continues to make connections in our wider museum
family and those connections will prove to be helpful in the future.
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Meet the Author

June Meet the Author Event Brings
Legendary Boone Countian to Series
By Kris Somerville,
The Missouri Review
Acclaimed Missouri author William Least
Heat-Moon will be the next author in this dynamic series. Join us at 10:30 am on June 15 to
hear about Least Heat-Moon’s current project as
he will provide a sneak peek at what readers can
look forward to in his next book.
Least Heat-Moon broke onto the national
stage in 1982 with Blue Highways, a memoir
that was on The New York Times bestseller list
for 42 weeks. The book chronicles his threemonth, 13,000-mile journey across America’s
secondary roads.
Least Heat-Moon repeated the successful formula in 1999 with River Horse, traveling America’s waterways for four
months. The 5,000 mile journey touches on the experiences of early explorers such as Louis and Clark and Henry Hudson. The Boone County History
& Culture Center is proud to be the home of the historic rivercraft Nikawa,
which Least Heat-Moon used for this journey and then donated to the center
along other artifacts and documents relating to this historic voyage.
His 2017 release Celestial Mechanics was a departure for Least HeatMoon, who is known for his nonfiction that is often based on an immersive
experience. Publishers Weekly called this debut novel “an elegant story of
one man’s search for meaning in the cosmos”.
Least Heat-Moon who grew up in Kansas City, Missouri, and resides in
Boone County, is the author of nine books, spanning a nearly 40-year career.

Explore Family and Belonging
at July Meet the Author Event
Save the date of July 20 for Robert Long Foreman who invites us to examine the complexities of
family and belonging through a discussion of his
collection of essays, Among Other Things.
For this work, Foreman received the inaugural
Robert C. Jones Prize for Short Prose from Pleiades Press. A Pushcart Prize winner, Foreman has
also penned six essays listed in the Best American
Essays. In addition to his own work, Foreman is a
freelance editor and writer. He holds a PhD in English from the University of Missouri.

Admission and Coffee are FREE! Harold’s Doughnuts
will be available for $2 beginning at 10:00 am,
and authors will speak at 10:30 am.
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BOONE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
BOARD of DIRECTORS 2019
President
Bill Powell
Vice President
Heather Hargrove
Secretary
Marjorie Motley
Treasurer
Jim Marberry
Past President
Wilson Beckett

Carolyn Doyle ~ Amy Henderson
Charlie Lee ~ Mike Lynch
Karen M. Miller ~ Karen Moore
Dick Otto ~ Suzanne Rothwell
Nancy Schultz ~ Andy Waters
Lisa Weil ~ Loreli Wilson


BCHS ENDOWMENT TRUST
BOARD of TRUSTEES
Interim Chair
Michelle Baumstark
Vice Chair
vacant
Treasurer
Tom Pauley
Secretary
Gwen Struchtemeyer


TRUSTEES
Wilson Beckett ~ Stacey Button ~ Jim Marberry
Joan Menser ~ Betsy Odle ~ Bill Powell
Melanie Staloch ~ Barbara Weaver


CENTER ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Executive Director & Curator
Chris Campbell
Montminy Gallery Director
Kate Gray
Administrative Services Manager
Mary Ellen Lohmann
Finance
Rebecca Grant
Property Manager
Ryan Noffke
“Hank” Waters III Digital Imaging Lab Coordinator
Mary Waters
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Help Build A Stronger History & Culture Center
By Karen Miller
As Chair of the Membership committee, I need your
help. The Board of Directors and the Endowment Trustees are committed to holding a membership drive in
June. Currently our membership is made up of roughly
500 individuals, families, and businesses. Our goal is
to reach 2020 members by the end of 2020 in honor of
our bicentennial.
Our county will be 200 years old and each year adds
to our history and responsibility. As a historical society, it is our mission to collect, exhibit and interpret our
county’s history and culture. Membership is a critical
funding source for our day to day operations.
There are several ways you can help achieve this
important goal.
1. As a member I know you value our Boone
County community, family and culture. Now consider this- is it important to you that you, your family, your business is remembered in 75 years? If it
is, you might consider increasing your membership
from an individual or family to a new level such as
becoming a patron member. The more funding we
have the more history we can preserve and share
through exhibits and online.
2. Join one of our board and trustee teams to help
with the membership drive. The drive is kicking off
on June 1, and we will be holding a competition
between the teams complete with prizes. The winners will be announced at a gathering on June 27.
The board members and trustees are listed in the
newsletter, so if you know one of these individuals
contact them and offer to join their team. If you’d
like help finding a team or need a phone number,

feel free to contact me by phone at 573-864-2405
or by email to kmille02@outlook.com.
3. Help us identify residents and families in our
community who would make valuable members.
All are welcome! There are many people who have
lived their whole life in Boone County and may
only be waiting to be asked to become a member.
Even if they weren’t born here, or haven’t spent
most of their adult life here, they may believe in
our mission. And they have contributed to the culture and value of our community in so many ways
from their careers to raising families. These potential members are your friends, family members,
business associates who you interact with on a regular basis. If you don’t want join a team, you can
still call or send me your suggestions for potential
members.
It will take all of us working together to make our
goal. Won’t you help in some way? Thank you for
considering this request.

Welcome New Members
Please help us welcome these new
members to our Society, and help
recruit others to join us.

New Members in May
Columbia College
Brad and Naomi Lear
Peggy Nalls

Friends of Rocheport Society Inducts Two Into Hall of Fame
Moses U. Payne and Dorothy
Caldwell have become the third
and fourth members of the Rocheport Hall of Fame, sponsored by
the Friends of Rocheport Society
(FOR).
One person from the first hundred years of Rocheport history,
and one person from more recent
times are inducted each year.
Payne was selected as the earlyhistory inductee, and Caldwell was
selected from a list of nominees
from the community as the more

recent inductee.
Gary Kremer, executive director
of the State Historical Society of
Missouri, once again conducted the
ceremonies, presenting the induction certificates to descendants of
the honorees.
Members of the Payne family
traveled from Iowa, Nebraska and
Kansas for the event; Caldwell’s
grandson and great-granddaughter
attended from Atlanta, GA.
An added feature of the weekend was a concert by ragtime pia-

nist Bob Milne at the Rocheport
Methodist Church.
The induction ceremony was
followed by a general meeting of
the FOR members, at which Gene
Baumann assumed the position of
President of the society upon the
retirement of President Everett
Stokes.
Election of officers will be held
in November for the 2020 year.
The society is in its 52nd year focusing attention on the community’s history.
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Bicentennial Mural Project Seeking Community Input
By Janet Thompson, District 1 County Commissioner
The County’s Bicentennial Committee continues to
meet every two weeks to further the planning for
events during 2020. Long-time Boone Countian Rhonda Proctor leads the charge on creating a
coffee table book “Boone County: Then and Now,”
which will showcase aspects of County life over the
last 200 years. Rhonda still seeks good quality photographs, so please look through your scrapbooks for
interesting shots. Contact Rhonda by email to
rproctor@BooneElectric.com.
Brianna Lennon continues her work with County
schools to incorporate history into the 2020 curriculum. Brianna also coordinates the Bicentennial Committee’s work with that of the League of Women Voters, which is also preparing to celebrate its Centennial.
Reggie Wilhite, recently retired from Central Bank
of Boone County, is putting her organizational skills to
great purpose as she leads the team, which includes Amy Schneider, Columbia’s Director of the
Convention & Visitors Bureau, toward a Bicentennial
Birthday Bash, to be held on the afternoon (4-6 p.m.)
of July 4, 2020 at the Courthouse Plaza. Events in
communities around the County will culminate in a
birthday party featuring stump speaking, characters
from the 1820’s, a short play about women in Boone
County History by Stephens College’s theatre department, and, of course, ice cream and cake!! And that
evening, all can enjoy Columbia’s Parks & Recreation
Department’s wonderful Fire in the Sky, at Flat
Branch Park.
Nora Dietzel continues to facilitate listening sessions at all communities around the county for the
Community Mural project. Stacy “Wildy” Self, artist
and educator, is creating designs for murals of all of
Boone County’s communities based on those listening
sessions. Later this summer, Stacy will oversee painting projects of each mural in each community. The
finished product, in the shape of the map of Boone
County, will hang in the Boone County History & Culture Center during 2020.

At the close of 2020, each of the mural pieces
will be returned to the community that helped to create them, for display in a place of honor.
Darlene Johnson is part of a sub-committee
working to create a memorable event and historical
marker to celebrate the bicentennials of Boone,
Callaway and Cole Counties, all of which came into
existence in November 1820.
David Sapp is leading efforts to bring to the Bicentennial Birthday Bash a wagon filled with provisions a family moving to Boone County in the
1820’s would need to survive.
Karen Chandler, of Columbia’s Parks & Recreation Department and organizer of both Fire in the
Sky and the Heritage Festival, and Benjamin
Hamrah, local chef known in part for his work at
Peachtree Catering, will be creating an 1820’s food
event at the Heritage Festival. Ben and his crew will
be preparing a meal using foods, heat sources, and
implements available in Boone County in the
1820’s. It is expected that local farmers will also be
part of the fun!!
All are welcome to participate in planning and in
helping to create a memorable bicentennial
year!! We are “Many Communities—One County.” Come join the fun!! For further information,
contact: jthompson@boonecountymo.org.

Historic Photos and Today’s Headlines
The recent tornado touchdown near Midway and the devastating tornado
in Jefferson City were a reminder of the June 5, 1917 tornado that
crossed Boone County from the southwest to the northeast, through Midway, New Providence, Prathersville, Hinton, Hallsville and Centralia.
Among the destruction was the Mt. Joy Christian Church, shown in photograph to the left. There were 15 fatalities, and hundreds of head of livestock were killed. (Midway Historical Society)

4

News & Notes

Can You Help with the History
and Culture Center’s Wish List?
By Chris Campbell, Executive Director
A big thank you to Dave Griggs, who answered a
recent article with a contribution to cover the cost of
five, new LED track fixtures for the Montminy Gallery. Sincere thanks also to Joanne Berneche who donated her outstanding Kirby vacuum cleaner!
I completely understand that donors often want to
make a contribution that goes to something tangible –
something they can see later and take pride in the fact
they helped to ‘make it happen’.
We will always have those needs. So, once again,
here are a few items you can help with. Contact the
society at our phone or email address if you have any
questions. And thank you!
• Large recycling containers in our building for bottles, cans, etc. – about $350 each.
• Six round, folding 60” banquet tables for use at
History & Culture Center events as well as for
venue rentals – about $100 each
• Six rectangular, 6’ long folding tables for meetings and events – about $150 each

Boone County Historical Society

• Used golf cart with extra passenger bench for use
on dark and rainy concert evenings. This would be
especially helpful for getting concert-goers to their
vehicles – approximately $4,000
• Used John Deere “Gator” for utility use on our 3acres – approximately $3,000-$6,000.
• Used Cargo Van for BCHS use, emblazoned with
our logo – (better than a pickup, a van would be
tremendously useful for the Center in its use for
picking up large items including lawn care supplies, display cases, donated artifacts and moving
large pieces between the Center and the Village or
Maplewood House.
Whatever you can do – all of it is appreciated! Contact us at 573-443-8936 if you have something in
mind. Thank you.

Small Art/Big Stories: New Montminy Exhibition (continued from page 1)
“I found creating artwork
for this show to be very challenging and inspiring,” said
Kirsty Buchanan, Associate
Professor of Fashion Design at
Stephens College.
Small Art/Big Stories runs
from June 8 to July 28. An
opening reception will be held
from 5 to 7 pm on Friday, June
14. This event is free and open
to the public, so please join us
to learn more about not only
these fantastic local artists but
also the incredible stories depicted in their work.
To learn more about the
Small Art/Big Stories exhibition and stay up-to-date on all
the upcoming events, like the
Montminy Art Gallery’s Facebook page at facebook.com/
TheMontminy.

Boone County Historical Society

News & Notes

5

Henry J. Waters III Digital Imaging Lab Bytes

Identity Discovered:

Unknown Individuals in
Douglass Photo Identified
by Family Member
By Mary Waters, Digital Imaging Lab Coordinator
In July 1897 Columbia photographer Joseph Douglass
took a portrait of an older woman holding a one-year-old
child. While Douglass knew the identity of the pair, this information has been lost along with the names of numerous
Boone Countians preserved in the oldest set of glass plate
negatives that make up the roughly 500,000 images preserved at the History & Culture Center.
Yet thanks to a BCHS member coming forward with a
matching print and details about the woman and young
child, they are now known once more.
Our information was obtained from local artist and longtime Columbian, Sabra Tull Meyer, who identified the
woman as her great, great grandmother Sabra Jackson Harris. Harris was the wife of Judge James Harris. Harris
owned a large farm eight miles southeast of Columbia at
Deer Park and raised Merino sheep. Tull Meyer has an atlas
photo of the farm showing the house and property.
The boy in the photo is Jackson Harris’ great grandson
Frederick William Niedermeyer, Jr., born May 28, 1896. He
was a pilot in WWI and was killed in a plane crash while
testing aircraft for the Army Air Corps.
The boy’s father Frederick William Niedermeyer, Sr.
owned and operated the Niedermeyer apartments and built
the Frederick Apartments in honor of his fallen son. You
can see pilot’s wings depicted in the stonework above the
entry door today.

Honor the memory
of your loved one
with a gift today.
573-443-8936
boonehistory.org

Sabra Tull Meyer identified the previously unknown
individuals in top right image taken by Joseph
Douglass in 1897. They are Sabra Jackson Harris, her
great ,great grandmother, and Frederick William Niedermeyer, Jr.

Volunteers Needed in Digital Lab

We want to welcome our new volunteers in the
Henry J. “Hank” Waters III Digital Imaging Lab:
Rebekah Schnell, Mark Brewer, Debby Cook and
Paul Andre.
There are now 12 folks working on the photo
collection and we would like more!
There are openings most Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, and we can easily keep another
dozen helpers busy.
Contact Mary Waters, Digital Imaging Lab Coordinator, at mjh2oworks@gmail.com or 573-2282043 if you are interested in volunteering.
Your efforts will help ensure that these portraits
are not only preserved for but also more accessible
to future generations .

