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3801 Ponderosa St,   Columbia, MO 65201 

History & Culture Center Hours 
11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Wednesday through Saturday 

12 Noon to 4:30 p.m. Sunday 

Come in. 

We’re 
Open. 

In the Montminy Gallery: The Eternal Idol 

Neate Family Legacy: 
Local Family’s Contributions 
to Span Future Generations  
 

By Mary Ellen Lohmann,  
Administrative Services Manager 

 

Grayson Neate Kabler’s Boone County 
roots are undeniable. She was born in Boone 
County Hospital and attended University Lab 
School, Hickman High School and the Uni-
versity of Missouri, where she obtained her 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in education.  

“I have lived in Boone County all of my 
life,” she said. “My father, Sidney B. Neate, 
lived here from the age of two (1910), and my 
mother moved here after marrying him in 
1935.” 

In 1968, Grayson married a Columbia boy, 
Kary Kabler (1945–2014). They lived in Vir-
ginia while Kary served as a lieutenant in the 
U.S. Army. Then Grayson and Kary decided 
to come back home and continue a tradition that altogether spanned more than 
a century—running Neate’s Store.  

“My family business, Neate’s, was in operation for over 100 years, and at 
one time held the distinction of being the oldest continuously operating busi-
ness in Columbia,” Grayson said. 

These deep roots recently led Grayson to make an important decision. She 
added the Boone County Historical Society to her estate plan, ensuring that the 
vibrant history of her community and her family’s contributions would outlive 
her. 
“My father was a wonderful citizen and contributed greatly to the success of 
Columbia’s downtown,” Grayson said. “He was forward-thinking—having the 
first airconditioned retail establishment in Columbia. —Continued on Page 5 

Top Photo: Neate’s Store in 1918. This family business was in operation for over 
100 years, and at one time held the distinction of being the oldest continuously oper-
ating business in Columbia. 

Sidney B. Neate in the family 
store in 1976. Sidney was instru-
mental in the development of 
downtown Columbia through  
service on numerous community 
boards and committees.  

MEETINGS & EVENTS 
 
 

Wednesday, May 8 – 1:00pm 
Historic Sites Committee 

 
Wednesday, May 15 – 7:00pm 

Sons of Confederate Veterans Meeting 
 

Thursday, May 16 – 4:30pm 
Endowment Trust Board Meeting 

 
Saturday, May 18  – 10:30am 

Meet the Author  
Rosalie Metro  

Have Fun in Burma: A Novel 
 

Monday, May 20 – 7:30pm 
Mid Missouri Civil War Roundtable 

 
Monday, May 27 – 1:00-4:00pm 

History Comes Alive 
Columbia Cemetery  

 
Wednesday, May 29 – 4pm 
Board of Directors Meeting 

 
Sunday,  June 2 

Matt Ballou Exhibition 
The Eternal Idol’s Last Day 

Montminy Gallery 
 

Monday, June 3 – 7:00pm 
Blind Boone Concert featuring  

Missouri's Queen of Roots Aina Cook  
On the lawn in Nifong Park 

 
Tuesday, June 4 – 6:00-8:00 pm 

Genealogical Society of Boone County 
and Central Missouri Picnic 

Veranda 
 

Saturday, June 8 
Small Art/Big Stories  

Collaborative Exhibition Opens 
Montminy Gallery 

Boone County Historical Society 
At the Boone County History & Culture Center  
3801 Ponderosa St 
Columbia, MO 65201 
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By Kate Gray, Gallery Director  
. 

We hope you get a chance to come by 
the Montminy Gallery to see the amaz-
ing work of Matt Ballou. The show con-
sists of paintings and drawings that cre-
ate a visual narrative that provides the 
viewer with insight into a foundational 
human topic: The Eternal Idol.  

Even though the subject matter of the 
artwork is based on Matt’s life experi-
ences, his combined use of color, line 
and movement is a speculator form of 
visual poetry.  

More than 80 people had a chance to 
see the exhibit at the opening reception 
and artist talk on April 12. One attendee 
commented, “This is one the best shows 
I have seen in Columbia.” The exhibi-
tion will be on display through June 2. 



Boone County History and Culture Center  
3801 Ponderosa St,   Columbia, MO 65201 

(573) 443-8936  I  BooneHistory.org 
officemanager@boonehistory.org 

OR chriscampbell@boonehistory.org 
 

Center Hours  
11 am— 4:30 pm Wednesday through Saturday 

12 Noon—4:30 pm Sunday 
 

Find us on social media @boonehistory 

Meet the Author  

Boone County Historical Society                                               News & Notes                                                                                              7          2                                                                                              News & Notes                                               Boone County Historical Society                                                                                                 

Admission and Coffee are FREE!  Harold’s Doughnuts  
will be available for $2 beginning at 10:00 am,  

and authors will speak at 10:30 am. 

Meet the Author: Second Quarter Authors  
Explore Truth, Travel, Family and Belonging  

 
Join the History 

and Culture Center 
for a wonderful slate 
of authors this quar-
ter. As always, the 
event starts at 10:30 
am and is followed 
by a book signing. 

On May 18, Rosa-
lie Metro will speak 
on her fiction debut 
Have Fun in Burma: 
A Novel. Metro is an 
anthropologist of ed-
ucation who explores the conflicts around history, identity and language. 
Have Fun in Burma will fascinate anyone interested in places where the 
truth is a bitterly contested territory. This coming-of-age story draws on 
Metro’s nearly 20 years of travels to Southeast Asia. Metro holds a PhD 
from Cornell University, and is a Professor in the College of Education at 
the University of Missouri. 

    Literary legend William Least Heat-Moon will be 
the guest author on June 15. His first book, Blue High-
ways, was on The New York Times bestseller list for 42 
weeks. In 2017 Publishers Weekly called Heat-Moon’s 
debut novel, Celestial Mechanics: A Tale for a Mid-
Winter Night, “an elegant story of one man’s search for 
meaning in the cosmos”. At this special event Heat-
Moon will provide a sneak peek at what readers can 
look forward to in his next book. 
    On July 20 Robert Long Fore-
man will invite us to examine the 
complexities of family and belong-

ing through a discussion of his collection of essays, 
Among Other Things. For this work Foreman received 
the inaugural Robert C. Jones Prize for Short Prose 
from Pleiades Press. A Pushcart Prize winner, Foreman 
has also penned six essays listed in the Best American 
Essays. Foreman holds a PhD in English from the Uni-
versity of Missouri. 

Hope to see you and your guests at these great Meet 
the Author events, sponsored by Landmark Bank. 

What’s Happening at the 
History and Culture Center 

By Chris Campbell 
 

• A fall exhibit commemorating 
the 2020 centennial of the nation’s 
19th Amendment and the Colum-
bia League of Women Voters (also 
founded in 1920) is planned for the 
East Gallery and to replace the His-
tory of Fake News exhibit. A small 
committee of volunteers who wish 
to research the design and con-
struction of the exhibit have al-
ready met.  It’s hoped the new ex-
hibit will be installed by or before 
September 1 and run through 2020.  

• Last week the society 
launched a new website design at 
boonehistory.org. The new site has 
a cleaner and easier to navigate 
custom-look. It is also mobile-
friendly and better optimized for 
search engines.  We have both   
Columbia Marketing Group and 
MayeCreate Design to thank for 
the excellent design and implemen-
tation.  News & Notes readers - vis-
it the site and let us know what you 
think. 

• The historical society is deep-
ly grateful to Commerce Bank for 
its renewal of a Montminy Gallery 
sponsorship for 2019 and to Land-
mark Bank for the renewal of its 
sponsorship for the Meet the Au-
thor program for 2019.  We are for-
tunate to have the financial backing 
of these two local banks.  If you are 
a BCHS member reading this arti-
cle and a customer of either bank, 
please do thank your local branch 
manager for their bank’s support of 
this organization.  We simply could 
not produce the programs we do 
without local business support. 

• Mary Waters has been hired 
to be the Henry J. “Hank” Waters 
III Digital Imaging Lab’s coordina-
tor.  Her responsibilities include 
supervising all volunteers, creating 

the work schedule, and revising 
and updating 2017 policies and 
procedures in the lab. Mary has 
proven herself to be an incredibly 
devoted volunteer over the past two 
years and this new position will 
utilize her special skill set.  The 
position itself is a sign of the 
growth of the lab.  The society 
wishes to thank all of the Digital 
Imaging Lab’s private donors and 
the support of the Boone County 
government for making this posi-
tion possible. 

• Volunteer Efforts: Several 
dozen volunteers picked up trash 
and debris from our three acres and 
the rest of Nifong Park last Satur-
day during the organized commu-
nity clean-up event.  Additionally, 
three MU students participating in 
Mizzou’s annual ‘Caring for Co-
lumbia’ event reported for duty in-
side the Center on the same day. 
Students from Job Point, Property 
Manager Ryan Noffke and mem-
ber Matt Baurichter removed the 
stumps left on the north side of the 
veranda after the aging junipers 

were cut back.  Mulching and plant-
ing in that area is planned in May, 
and the members of the Columbia 
Garden Club have generously 
agreed to return to plant annuals in 
the parking lot planters and the 
Knipp Garden.  

• Director Chris Campbell will 
be representing BCHS and attending 
the Alliance for American Muse-
um’s annual meeting and confer-
ence in New Orleans May 18-22.  
The AAM is the nation’s largest and 
most esteemed trade organization 

with 35,000 museum professionals 
and institutions in its membership.  
Five-thousand members will attend 
the conference to connect and share 
practical advice with fellow muse-
um professionals. There will be 
more than 160 interactive sessions, 
on topics ranging from collections 
management and curatorial practice 
to exhibit planning, design and   
marketing, and community engage-
ment. 

Visit the new boonehistory.org website and send your feedback about the improved 
navigation and mobile site features to officemanager@boonehistory.org. 

BOONE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

BOARD of DIRECTORS 2019 
 

President 

Bill Powell 

Vice President 

Heather Hargrove 

Secretary 

Marjorie Motley 

Treasurer 

Jim Marberry 

Past President 

Wilson Beckett 
 

Carolyn Doyle ~ Amy Henderson 

Charlie Lee ~ Mike Lynch  

Karen M. Miller ~ Karen Moore  

Dick Otto ~ Suzanne Rothwell 

Nancy Schultz ~ Andy Waters 

Lisa Weil ~ Loreli Wilson 
 

 

BCHS ENDOWMENT TRUST  

BOARD of TRUSTEES 
 

Chair 

Carolyn Paris  

Vice Chair 

Michelle Baumstark 

Treasurer 

Tom Pauley 

Secretary 

Gwen Struchtemeyer  
 

 

TRUSTEES 

Wilson Beckett ~ Stacey Button ~ Jim Marberry 

Joan Menser ~ Betsy Odle ~ Bill Powell  

Melanie Staloch ~ Barbara Weaver 
 

 

MUSEUM & GALLERY ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF  
 

Executive Director & Curator 

Chris Campbell 
 

Montminy Gallery Director 

Kate Gray 
 

Administrative Services Manager  

Mary Ellen Lohmann 
 

Finance 

Rebecca Grant 
 

Property Manager 

Ryan Noffke 
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Source: Switzler’s 1882 History of Boone County 
 

Gen. Joseph Beeler Douglass was born in Mercer 
(now Boyle) county, Kentucky, November 12th, 1819. 
His father, William Douglass, was a native of Mary-
land, born in 1775, died in Boone county, Missouri, 
June 3d, 1843. He came to this county in 1827, and 
settled near Harrisburg, where he lived out the remain-
der of his days.  

Gen. Douglass remained on his father’s farm until 
1848, when he came to Columbia as deputy sheriff un-
der Wm. P. Hickman. In 1850, he was elected sheriff 
and in 1852 was re-elected.  

In 1856 he was elected to the Legislature with Col. 
William F. Switzler. In 1859, he was elected clerk of 
the county court, which office he was holding when the 
war commenced. In 1862 was commissioned colonel of 
the Sixty-first E.M.M. The year following he was com-
missioned a brigadier-general by Gov. Hall, and as-
signed to the Eighth military district, embracing several 
counties in this part of Missouri. He left the service in 

1865.  
Gen. Douglass was of much service to the citizens 

of this county, protecting their lives and property. He 
was severe on men in arms, especially bushwhackers, 
but guarded the rights of non-combatants. After the 
war (in 1866) he was appointed United States assessor 
of the Fourth district, which position he held for two 
years.  

Gen. Douglass was married in 1849 to Miss Nannie 
Wirt, of Boone County. She died in 1875. They had six 
children, of whom two died in infancy. One son, Wil-
liam Wirt, a graduate of medicine, died in 1877, aged 
23   years. Mary A. died in 1882, aged 28. She was a 
graduate of Christian College, and possessed a bright 
intellect and fine culture.  

She excelled in music and mathematics, and was 
quite proficient in all the accomplishments that consti-
tute a refined and cultivated lady. She was universally 
loved by all who had the pleasure of her acquaintance, 
and her death cast a gloom over the entire community. 

 *Editors note: This particular Joseph Douglass was the fa-
ther of the Joseph Douglass whose photography and photography 
studio is celebrated in the current Faces Found: Boone County 
Portraits 1886-1940 exhibit at the Boone County History & Cul-
ture Center.   

Please help us welcome 
these new members to our 
Society, and help recruit 
others to join us. 

 
 

New Members in April 
 

Judy Agrelius 
Richard and Tootie Burns 

William and Barbara Johnson 
Trisha and Andy Lee 

Molly Patchell 

Welcome New Members 

By Pat Fowler 
 

The City of Columbia Historic 
Preservation Commission has em-
barked on a listening tour to ask 
our neighbors and history friends, 
city residents and Boone Countians 
who work, study or volunteer with-
in our city limits, what they would 
like to read and see illustrated in a 
city preservation plan.  

If you are a member of a church 
group, a civic group, a book club, a 
neighborhood association, a com-
mittee of the Boone County Histor-
ical Society or any small group of 
people who would like to chime in, 
we'd like to attend one of your up-
coming gatherings and bring our 
listening tour to you.   

To arrange a visit by one of  
Historic Preservation’s volunteers, 
please contact Pat Fowler by email-
ing historypat2021@gmail.com, or 
calling or texting 573-256-6841.   

Follow us on Facebook at City 
of Columbia Historic Preservation 
Commission, look for us at com-
munity events, or contact Pat 

Fowler to learn more. We look for-
ward to listening to your ideas and 
suggestions for city preservation 
efforts. This will help ensure that—

by saving important structures from 
Columbia’s past—we ensure the 
best Boone County’s possible for 
future generations. 

Register Now: Center 
to Host First Outdoor 
Concert on June 3 

Join “Missouri’s Queen of the Roots” Aina 
Cook for a fun night on the lawn in the Boone 
County History and Culture Center’s beautiful 
tree-lined campus at 7 pm on June 3.  

Cook is an incredible act that the Columbia 
Tribune said was “born to sing and bring the 
blues to a modern audience.” This fabulous roots 
and blues band will be performing from the 
gazebo facing west to an audience on the  
manicured lawn adjacent to the Montminy 
Gallery. The ticket will be only $10 for adults 
and every season ticket holder will be admitted 
with their season pass. Please feel free to bring 
the whole family! Tickets are $5 for five to 13-
year-olds, and free for those four and under.  
Your tickets can be purchased at 
boonehistory.org/eventtype/concert-series. 

Boss Taco will be bringing their delicious 
food truck fare and Logboat Brewery will offer 
beer and wine for purchase for those over 21 
years of age. Signage for sponsors is still 
available and if an individual or a business is 
interested in supporting this event, contact the 
Center’s office at 573-443-8936. 

Make sure you are there to see her perform 
and enjoy this wonderful night of live music. 
Learn more at boonehistory.org/events. 

The History and Culture Center’s Gordon-Collins Log Cabin, built ca. 1820, is 
one of the many local properties on the National Register of Historic Places. 

Columbia Historic Preservation Commission Seeking Your Input 

Members and Donors Fuel Mission 
The support of members and donors like you is 

tremendously important to the Boone County History 
and Culture Center, because you fuel everything that we 
do. Exhibits, concerts, book talks, art gallery events—
something for all ages and backgrounds—are brought to 
the community thanks to your generosity. Plus, your gift 
helps provide for the care and preservation of Boone 
County’s remarkable history in our vibrant collections. 

This June the Board of Directors is embarking on a 
membership drive to help secure a strong financial 
future for the History and Culture Center and its 
important work. All News and Notes readers are invited 
to participate in these efforts to ensure that the only 
history and culture center of its kind devoted to Boone 
County thrives for generations to come.  

Help us invite the community in to experience our 
culture in a whole new way—as members! To learn 
more about membership online, visit boonehistory.org/
become-a-member. 
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Fourth Driving Tour 
book heads to printer 
for your summer drives 

 

The fourth in a series of books 
prepared by the Historic Sites Com-
mittee will be ready to guide you 
through interesting places in Boone 
County.  

The guide books cover the north-
west, southeast and two southwest 
areas of the county, and are available 
at the front desk.  

A fifth book is expected later this 
year covering the northeast quadrant, 
including Centralia, Hallsville and 
Sturgeon among other sites. A three-
dollar contribution is asked to help 
cover printing costs for each of the 
helpful and fun resource books. 

 He served on many com-
munity boards and com-
mittees, but he was also 
very modest, preferring 
to work behind the 
scenes.”  

“Other than the ‘Neate 
Building’ at 818 East 
Broadway, which my 
husband and I marked 
with both the name on 
top and a plaque at street 
level, there is nothing 
commemorating my fa-
ther and his legacy.” 

Thanks to Grayson’s 
generosity and planning 
that is no longer the case. 
The Neate Family name 
will live on through the 
work of the Boone Coun-
ty History and Culture 
Center. 

“If living in Columbia 
is meaningful to you, you 
can give back by helping 
conserve its past,” Gray-
son said. “The Historical 
Society has amazing 
technology to safely pre-

serve old documents and 
photos, but technology 
and maintenance are ex-
pensive. The BCHS 
needs funds to survive 
and help our past en-
dure.” 

The time to act is now, 
according to Grayson. 
“History is important. 
When it is lost, it is gone 
forever,” she said. 
“Future generations need 
to know about their past 

rather than only caring 
about the present and    
future.” 

“I loved hearing my 
dad’s tales of growing up 
in Columbia. As a child, I 
thought his stories were 
fascinating, but not im-

portant,” she said. “I wish 
he were here now so I 
could write down every 
tidbit of information he 
could give me.” 

Thanks to Grayson’s 
decision to support the 
Boone County Historical 
Society after she too is 
gone, more local history 
will be preserved paving 
the way for future                  
generations. 

“History is the foun-
dation on which the pre-
sent and future are built. 

A community can’t effec-
tively grow without being 
aware of its past. Our his-
tory is a part of who we 
are.” 

To learn more about 
how you can join Gray-
son in supporting the 

conservation of our local 
heritage through your 
estate planning or out-
right gift, contact the 
Boone County History 
and Culture Center by 
calling 573-443-8936 or 
emailing officemanager 
@boonehistory.org. 

Neate Family Legacy (continued from page 1) 

Grayson Neate Kabler, a 
native of Columbia, added 
the Boone County History 
and Culture Center to her 
estate plan to help ensure 
that the Neate Family lives 
on for generations to come.   

“History is important. When it is lost, it 
is gone forever. Future generations need 
to know about their past rather than only 
caring about the present and  future.”   

–Grayson Neate Kabler 

Wanted! Historic Sites!     
By Dianne Hart Miller 

 

Do you have an interesting 
house, commercial building, 
or structure, with historical 
significance in your neighbor-
hood, anywhere in Boone 
County? Would you like to 
see it recognized by the rest of 
the county? 

If you think you might have 
a suggestion for a nomination 
for a Boone County Historic 
Site, we’d love to hear from 
you. Contact Dianne Miller, 
Chairman of Historic Sites 
Committee, at 573-445-2453, 
or dimill@aol.com.   

mailto:carolynddoyle@netscape.net

