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In the Montminy Gallery

Explorations In Color:
Three Artists Reveal How Color Can
Convey Message, Mood and Meaning
By Kate Gray, Director, Montminy Gallery
The Montminy Gallery is proud to announce, Explorations In Color. The show will be on
display from September 7 to November 3 and highlights
the works of three local artists, Jenn Wiggs, John Fennell and Scott Patrick Myers.
Color is integral to all visual art and is
a primary vehicle of each artist to convey
message, mood and meaning. Whether
influenced by nature or by imagination,
this show captures three different creative
approaches and perspectives of how color
is used to create impactful artwork.
Painter, Jenn Wiggs gravitates toward
abstract work. Her work is influenced by
the abstract nature of jazz combined with
her love of color. Chicago native and
painter,
John Fennell, will exhibit three separate categories of color: Pure Color
(abstract work), Color from Nature
(landscapes), Urban-Inspired Color (cityoriented images).
Photographer, Scott Patrick Myers, uses bold colors, abstract compositions and
large-scaled work, all together, to encourage an in-depth look at nature and say “Look at this. It is real. It is important.” By focusing on the natural world, his
art draws attention to the essential wildness of everyday existence.

New History & Culture Center Hours!
Starting September 4, 2019

Wednesday through Saturday—10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday—12 Noon to 5 p.m.

MEETINGS AND EVENTS
Saturday, September 7
Explorations In Color Exhibit Opens
Montminy Gallery
Wednesday, September 11—1 p.m.
Historic Sites Committee
Thursday, September 12
5:30–7:30 p.m.
Explorations In Color Opening Reception
Montminy Gallery
Saturday, September 14—10:30 a.m.
Meet the Author
The Father of Route 66
Susan Croce Kelly
Monday, September 16—7 p.m.
Mid-Missouri Civil War Round Table
Wednesday, September 18—7 p.m.
Sons of Confederate Veterans meeting
Thursday, September 19—4 p.m.
Endowment Trust Meeting
Saturday & Sunday, September 21-22
Heritage Festival & Craft Show
Wednesday, September 25—4 p.m.
Board of Directors Meeting
Saturday, September 28
Veranda Closed for Private Event

Heritage Festival: Volunteers Needed to
Help Community Experience Local History

The only way history can come
to life in Nifong Park each year for
the Annual Heritage Festival &
Craft Show is with your help! Volunteers ensure that the Boone
County History & Culture Center
and its historic buildings are open
for the community to experience
the past at this annual two-day
event, September 21-22.
The Center is seeking roughly
100 volunteers to help visitors learn
more about Boone County’s cultural heritage. They will play a variety
of roles ranging from helping with tours in the Historic Maplewood House and
the Village at Boone Junction to answering questions and assisting with museum
store sales at the front desk.
The Heritage Festival is a wonderful opportunity to ensure that the next generation of Boone Countians learns
the value of exploring local history through FREE tours of
historic structures. The Maplewood House, Gordon Log
Cabin, Easley Country Store, Ryland House, McQuitty
House and the River Horse Pavilion are all open for the
public to enjoy. But this depends on the help of people
just like you—volunteers who are a friendly face and a
watchful eye to ensure that our guests, these historic
buildings and the artifacts within them remain safe.
The main building of the History & Culture Center will
feature the new exhibition, She Got the Vote, which commemorates the centennial of the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution and the centennial of the Columbia’s Women’s League of Voters. The continuing exhibit, Faces Found–
Boone County Portraits 1886-1940, is a nationally recognized multimedia exhibition that showcases fabulous examples of Columbia’s earliest photographers’
work, photo equipment of the time and period clothing.—Continued on Page 4
Top photo: The new exhibition titled She Got the Vote, which commemorates the
centennial of the 19th Amendment, is now open. Learn more on page 3.
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What’s Happening at the History & Culture Center?
By Chris Campbell,
Executive Director
•We’re

pleased to remind you
that there is a terrific way to honor
a prominent, former Boone Countian, Henry Kirklin. Kirklin, a famous African American farmer,
entrepreneur, and educator, is buried in the Columbia Cemetery and
his grave is unmarked. The Boone
County Historical Society has
teamed with the Columbia Center
for Urban Agriculture, The Friends
of the Historic Columbia Cemetery,
the Sharp End Heritage Committee
and the University of Missouri’s
College of Agriculture to raise
funds for a Henry Kirklin headstone through a GoFundMe.com
page. Our goal is $12,000. The
funds will be used for the headstone, landscaping around the headstone, and a marker at the new Columbia Famers Market. Donations
can be made at gofundme.com/f/
kirklin.
•BCHS member and retired local attorney David Knight has gen-

erously pledged a gift to the Center
that will allow for the repaving of
our front parking lot. The gift came
after an attempt to obtain the majority of the full cost—$58,000—
from a local trust foundation. The
combination of a $10,000 grant
from the Heinkel Charitable
Trust and David’s gift are almost
equal to the full cost, which meant
that we were able to contract with
Christensen Asphalt after a competitive bid process. The project is
scheduled to begin in Spring 2020.
It should be mentioned that David
utilized a required minimum distribution from retirement funds to execute this donation. Readers—will
you be making a decision regarding
your required minimum distribution
this fall or winter? If so, please
consider following David’s wonderful example and supporting
BCHS with a portion of your retirement funds.
•The Merline Tennyson Estate
made a $25,000 gift to the Society’s endowment fund recently. We
are grateful for this wonderful sur-

prise, and we hope all of our members are considering BCHS when
contemplating their own estate
plans. Please contact our office if
you have any question regarding a
legacy gift.
•We are delighted to announce
that Axie Hindman has donated
several pieces of memorabilia that
represent the career of our former
mayor, the late Darwin Hindman.
•Tickets are available now for
the Monday, September 30 concert
featuring Madi Mertz and coproducer Michelle Curry. This
will be the fifth of six concerts this
year, with the last scheduled on December 9. If you like Broadway
and American Standards, you will
enjoy these two local talents.
•Two fall semester interns from
MU began work in late August—
Madeline Clark is a new intern
and Erin Sweeney is returning
from an earlier stint with us. We
have also hired MU student Bailey
Sandbothe as a receptionist to help
at the front desk this semester.

Wishlist: Can You Help?

• U.S. flag replacement for the
Wulff Flag Garden–about $100
each. (We need five new flags
by October.)
• Used Cargo Van, emblazoned
with our logo. Better than a
pickup, a van would be tremendously useful for the Center,
enabling staff to pick up large
items including lawn care supplies, display cases, donated
artifacts and moving large pieces–$9,000-$15,000.
• Used John Deere “Gator” for
utility use on our three acres–
approximately $3,000-$6,000.
Whatever you can do—all of it
is appreciated! Contact BCHS at
573-443-8936. if you have something in mind. Thank you for your
willingness to help!

By Chris Campbell, Executive Director

While the Boone County Historical Society will always needs unrestricted cash contributions so that
we can take care of those things in
our overhead column such as utility
bills, display supplies, salaries, telephones, nails, etc.—you get the
idea—it can be rewarding to donate
a needed piece of equipment or
dollars that will pay for that item.
So, with that in mind, here are
some items that your Society could
really use. See if there is something
here you could help with.
• Large recycling containers in
our building for bottles, cans,
etc.–about $350 each.
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Explore Route 66 on September 14

with Acclaimed Historian Susan Croce Kelly
By Dylan Bodendieck,
Community Business Coordinator, Barnes & Noble
Have you ever wondered about the history of America’s most famous
highway, Route 66? Its 2,400 miles stretched from Chicago to Los Angeles. It was known as America’s main street, or the Will Roger’s Highway,
or even as the Mother Road. To this day, the celebrated roadway remains a
national fascination, celebrated with parades, festivals, and attractions. Our
inaugural author, following the new partnership between Barnes & Noble
and the Center to produce the Meet the Author series, is the foremost expert on all things Route 66, Susan Croce Kelly.
Kelly grew up in St. Louis hearing stories about Route 66 from her
mother, who spent her childhood in Southwest Missouri. In 1979 her fascination began to grow into something more. By this time she was already a
prolific journalist and historian. She met photographer Quinta Scott, and
over the next year and 225 interviews, they put together “Route 66, the
Highway and Its People” (University of Oklahoma Press, 1988). This collaboration drew the attention of the Wall Street Journal. You could say that
she was a leading force in the resurgence of interest in Route 66.
Her most recent book is the story of Oklahoma businessman and politician, Cy Avery, the father of Route 66. Avery was a visionary, and the
book tells of his efforts with the national interstate highway. Kelly is a popular presenter on the subject of Route 66.
We are pleased to present Susan Croce Kelly for what is sure to be a
memorable presentation. See you on September 14.
Presented with

President
Bill Powell
Vice President
Karen M. Miller
Secretary
Marjorie Motley
Treasurer
Jim Marberry
Past President
Wilson Beckett
Carolyn Doyle ~ Amy Henderson
Charlie Lee ~ Karen Moore
Dick Otto ~ Suzanne Rothwell
Nancy Schultz ~ Andy Waters
Lisa Weil ~ Loreli Wilson


BCHS ENDOWMENT TRUST
BOARD of TRUSTEES
Chair
Michelle Baumstark
Vice Chair
vacant
Treasurer
Tom Pauley
Secretary
Gwen Struchtemeyer
TRUSTEES
Wilson Beckett ~ Stacey Button ~ Jim Marberry
Joan Menser ~ Betsy Odle
Bill Powell ~ Barbara Weaver


MUSEUM & GALLERY ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Executive Director & Curator
Chris Campbell

Montminy Gallery Director
Kate Gray
Administrative Services Manager
Mary Ellen Lohmann
Finance
Rebecca Grant

Admission and coffee are FREE! Harold’s Doughnuts and
scones from the Good Food Co. are available for purchase after 10 a.m.,
presentation starts at 10:30 a.m.

Property Manager
Ryan Noffke
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“Faces Found” exhibit

Eugene Clark Beal: “Important Cog in the Teamwork of the Kewpies”
By Nancy Thomas
1940 he was living in Ferguson, Missouri with his wife and two daughThis photograph by Henry Holters, Sharon and Sandy. Their adborn was taken of Eugene Beal
dress was 300 Roberta Avenue. He
while “Gene” was a student at Coworked as a commercial artist with the
lumbia High School. The Beal family
Universal Watch Company. In 1951
moved to Columbia in early 1919,
the family moved to California and
not long before this photograph of
for many years they lived at 131
Eugene was taken, yet he quickly
Pamela Drive, Arcadia.
made himself an integral part of
Eugene Beal passed away on NoKewpie athletics, especially basketvember 20, 1976, in Arcadia just a
ball and track.
few months following his wife’s
Eugene lettered in basketball his
death. His obituary gives no addijunior and senior years and eventualtional information about his career
ly served as Secretary-Treasurer of
but lists his surviving children as
that organization’s “C” Club. By the
Brent Beal, Sharon Ames, and Sanfall of his senior year he was also
dra Bryan, seven grandchildren and
captain of the basketball team.
one great grandchild. He and his wife
The 1921 Cresset yearbook sumare buried in Rose Hills Memorial
marizes him as “Captain and forPark in Whittier, California.
ward. Gene’s strong point was his
Eugene was born November 25,
ability to cover the floor and was an
1902 in Kansas City, Missouri to
important cog in the teamwork of the
William M. Beal and Hattie Gertrude
Kewpies”.
Davis, both natives of New York.
Following his graduation from Eugene Beal, 1921 captain of the Eugene’s father William was a cigar
Columbia High School in 1921, Columbia High School basketball merchant in 1910 in Kansas City, but
Eugene enrolled at the University of team. Photo by Henry Holborn.
by 1920 the family was living at 901
Missouri and graduated in 1925.
College Avenue in Columbia, and WilThe Savitar indicates he was a member of Scabbard
liam was a life insurance salesman. William Mitchell
and Blade, the Rifle Team and Delta Phi Delta.
Beal, father, was born in East Palmyra, New York and
By 1931, Eugene and his wife, Mary Ann, were livdied in 1949 in Kansas City, Missouri.
ing in South Bend, Indiana where he was employed as
For more information, contact Nancy Thomas at
an artist with the John Baumgarth Co. of Chicago. In
NancyThomas@Centurytel.net or 573-268-6052.

Membership
By Karen Miller,
Membership Committee Chair
What a busy time I have had at
the Society over the last few
months. As the membership chair
that has been my primary focus
outside of volunteering in the Digital Lab. We are still in the membership drive mode. In June we finished with 167 new members, July
with 96 new members, and already
on the 27 of August we have 28
new members. I encourage you to
reach out to any of the 280 new
members you know and make them
feel welcome. Their names have
been in the newsletters the last few
months invite them to join you at
an event or just to see the exhibits.
I love bringing new people through

the museum, the pride of all who
have helped create the exhibits or
work behind the scenes is apparent.
To that light, I worked with staff
to help create a volunteer data base
from across several years. We used
old newsletters and letterheads to
try and capture the names of as
many volunteers as possible. As
you know, that was not a perfect
process as I couldn’t find several
people’s addresses or contact information. I am sure over the years
many have moved away but would
hate it if they were still here and we
don’t know how to reach them. To
celebrate our efforts Chris Campbell, executive director, and Nancy
Thomas, current volunteer chair,
agreed a Volunteer Reception was
in order. Three weeks ago, we held
an afternoon reception and had over
60 former and current volunteers in

attendance. It was so much fun
watching people who had worked
together years ago reconnect.
I am sure there will be many
more events that you may be
interested in but if we don’t have
your current contact information
you likely will be left out. So if you
move even if it’s just across town
or change you email or phone number, please make a call to 573-4438936 or send an email to Mary Ellen Lohmann, our administrative
services manager, at officemanager@boonehistory.org with your updated contact information.
It will help save the Society
some funds by not having returned
mail following every large mailing.
Together we can make a difference
that has a huge impact on preserving our history.
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She Got the Vote: New Exhibit Illustrates Local Activism
By Chris Campbell,
Executive Director
To commemorate the centennial of the 19th Amendment to the United States Constitution and the centennial of the Columbia and Boone County League of
Women Voters (LWV), the new exhibition She Got the
Vote is now open for visitors. The display will run
through September 2020 and features many items lent
by the local LWV. The exhibit also showcases clothing
from our own textiles collection; specifically three
white dresses and yellow sashes from the era. During
the suffrage movement era, white represented purity
and virtue, and gold was a nod to the sunflower of
Kansas where Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady
Stanton campaigned.
Did you know Columbia had its own organization
for promoting women’s voting rights in the early
1900s? The membership of this group, the Columbia
Equal Suffrage League, was not confined to women. In
fact, the first president was Dr. R. H. Jesse, who had
recently served as president of University of Missouri.
In their inaugural meeting on November 16, 1912,
Mrs. Helen McNabb, (Helen Guthrie Miller) presented
a program on universal suffrage. Miller was elected
chair of the executive board of this group and Luella
Wilcox St. Clair, then president of Christian College
(now Columbia College), was elected vice-president.

2019 History Makers Gala
Reserve your table or seat for the 2019 Boone
County Hall of Fame History Makers Gala on November 1. Table sponsorships and individual tickets are
now available for purchase online at boonehistory.ejoinme.org/halloffamegala or by phone at 573-443
-8936. Table sponsorships accommodate 10 guests for
$1,250. Individual tickets are $150, with BCHS members receiving the special rate of $125 per person.
The event, which will be held at the Atrium on
10th, celebrates the accomplishments of new 2019 enshrinees: the Honorable Ann Covington, Buchroeders
Jewelers and the late Don Faurot.
The planning committee is also seeking event sponsors and donations for the silent and live auctions. The
funds raised at the History Makers Gala go to support
programming and operations of the Boone County
Historical Society’s History & Culture Center as well
as the Boone County Historical Society’s Endowment
Trust. A wide variety of sponsorship opportunities are
available. If you are interested in being a part of this
special event, please call 573-443-8936 or send an
email to officemanager@boonehistory.org.

The exhibit gives focus to both the movement in
Columbia and Missouri, but also the national story and
how events that occurred throughout the nation impacted Missourians between 1912 and 1920.
One of the most impressive elements of the exhibit
is a historic item on loan from our friends at the State
Historical Society of Missouri. It is the pen used by
Missouri Governor Frederick D. Gardner in 1920 to
sign the ratification.
Thanks to Dr. Laurel Wilson, Howard Wilson, Carolyn Spier, Pam Springsteel, Marilyn McLeod, graphic
designer Suhey Campos, Ryan Noffke, Dr. Monica
McMurry, Kellie Campbell, Cecile Bentley and
Mary Ellen Lohmann for their important contributions
to this exhibit.
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Heritage Festival (continued from Page 1)

Henry J. “Hank” Waters III Digital Imaging Lab Bytes

The Montminy Art Gallery will also have an
incredible display for guests to view in the new
Explorations In Color show featuring the vibrant
works of three local artists, Jenn Wiggs, John
Fennell and Scott Patrick Myers. See page 8 to
learn more about this exciting gallery exhibition.
Volunteers for Heritage Festival do not have
to be experts on local history or the Center. The
only qualification is a willingness to help. You
will be provided with stories, information and
everything else you need for your role at the festival.
Shifts are typically less than three hours long,
and you can sign up to help in the places where
you are most interested in assisting, at the times
that work best for you! With your help, countless
families and individuals will have the opportunity to see these remarkable buildings and thoughtprovoking exhibitions. (A special note, all the
buildings have air conditioning except for the
Gordon Log Cabin.)
To volunteer, please contact Nancy Thomas,
volunteer coordinator, at 573-268-6052 or
NancyThomas@centurytel.net. Thank you in advance for your willingness to help!
Not available September 21-22 but still want
to support the History & Culture Center’s efforts
during the Heritage Festival? Financial donations
ensure that the resources needed for this largescale event don’t restrict other outreach activities
possible throughout the year. Make a contribution now at boonehistory.org/donate-now, mail a
check, or call 573-443-8936.

By Mary Waters,
Digital Imaging Lab Coordinator
Our scanning software has been successfully updated in
the digital lab. The process was very quick and painless!
There are a couple of new features in the software such as
having the ability to “erase” the gutter of a book and place a
virtual grid over an item to be scanned for alignment purposes. There are notes that indicate other features will work
more smoothly than in the past.
I’d like to sing the praises of volunteers because they
bring such an array of expertise to the History & Culture
Center. In the lab, we have photography enthusiasts and
professionals who bring decades of working knowledge to
the camera room. They suggest the best techniques for taking photos, storing electronic photos, handling original photos, repairing images and more.
Our other faction of volunteers is keen on detail and has
curiosity for researching and documenting, accurately, the
identities of the photos we are processing. They also create
spreadsheets of information that will become the online record of the images. Almost daily we come across a new idea
for doing our work in a better, more efficient way.
Each time we open a box of negatives that hasn’t been
touched for decades, it is an adventure. We recently digitized Sam Walton’s school photo. Who knows what or
whom we will find next week?! That’s the excitement that
keeps us all interested in the tasks in the digital lab. We
welcome Audrey Soria and Sam Mead as new volunteers. To
join us, contact digitalrecords@boonehistory.org.
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Thank you to our 2019
Summer Give Donors
(May 1 -August 26)

There is still time to join them!
Mona S. Ajans
James Aldridge and Sheryl Walker
Paul and Deborah Anderson
Ray and Delilah Beck*
Wilson and Jan Beckett*
Shirley Bedsworth*
Lynn Behrns and Janice Wegner
Nerma Bennett
Brant and Jennifer Bukowsky
Ben and Brooke Cameron
Chris and Kellie Campbell
Steve and Carolyn Cheavens
Robert and Barbara Churchill*
Randy and Cydney Coil
Jay and Chris Creasy
Doug and Tricia Crews
James and Alva Cunningham
Byron and Sally DeForest
Skip and Jerri Deming
Carol Denninghoff
Laurie and Charlie Digges, Jr*
Kathy Digges*
Carolyn Doyle
Sandy Falloon
Gary Fennewald
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Larry and Paulette Fick
Hamp and Mary Ford
Larry and Marilyn Ganong
Glenn Geiger
Tim and Linda Harlan
Jeff and Katherine Harris
Alice Havard
Richard Hazell
David Horner
Lynn and Patricia Hostetler
Katharine Hunvald
Dianne and Larry Jeide
John and Karen John
Ann King
Sandy Knight
Cleo Kottwitz and Judy Parsons
Ferd and Ann LaBrunerie
Charlie and Carol Lee
Alene Lewis
Mary Ellen and Chris Lohmann
William McKenzie
Bill and Jan Mees
Sabra Tull Meyer
Harold and Elizabeth Miederhoff
Gary and Anne Miller
Mike and Patricia Miller
Marian Minor
Elizabeth Ann Morgan
Marjorie Motley
David and Julie Nichols
Farah and Maarten Nieuwenhuizen
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John and Joni O'Connor
Bruce and Betsy Odle*
Lenard and Mary Politte*
Larry and Brenda Potterfield*
Linda Ridgeway
Carole Riesenberg
Susan Roberts
David Sapp
Judy Schermer
Don and Sally Schilling
Nancy and Tom Schultz
Bill and Jolene Schulz
M. B. Scofield
Mary Ann Shaw
Marilyn Smith
Carolyn Spier*
Brian and Gwen Struchtemeyer*
Mary Suits
Nancy Thomas*
Janet Thompson*
Russell and Ruth Thompson
Jeff C. Viles and Rebekah Schnell
Andy and Suzette Waters
Hank Waters and Vicki Russell*
Bill and Elizabeth Watkins
Louise Weigel
John Wilke*

*These donors went above and beyond
by making a very generous “BCHS Advocate” contribution. Thank you!

Welcome New Members
New Members list
Please help welcome these new members who joined the Boone County Historical
Society between July 29 and August 27, and help recruit others to join.

New Members in August
Gary Fennewald
Corporate Members

Columbia RV Service Center and
Small Engine Repair

Individual and
Family Members

Don and Mary Baker
Matthew Beckett
Ginny Booker
CJ and Rebecca Dykhouse
Julia Faber

William B. Fisch
Mike Flanagan
John Glascock and Kristin Gerber
Sheri Hines
Barbara Hoppe and Mike Sleadd
Jerry and Michele Kennett
Ernie and Angela Lee
Matthew McCormick
Michael and Julie Middleton
Travis and Amanda Miller
Scott Pauley and Sara Parker Pauley

Genealogical Society News
Sallee Purcell and John Murray
Gina Rende
Donald Riddle
Jim and Deborah Robertson
Mrs. James S. Rollins
Chad and Karen Sayre
Jeff Smith and Elizabeth Lowry
Pamela Norum Weagley
Carolyn and Robin Wenneker
Khaki Lang Westerfield

Visit boonehistory.org/become-a-member to join these members in supporting
the only history and culture center of its kind devoted to Boone County!

By Mary Helen Allen
In addition to Missouri researchers, people come
from far and wide to visit our Genealogical Society of
Boone County & Central Missouri (GSCM) Library
located in the Boone County History & Culture Center.
Some of the out-of-state visiting patrons who listed
their address in our registry for the last couple of years
were from Kentucky, California, Kansas, Texas, North
Carolina, Iowa, Florida, Pennsylvania, Illinois, Minnesota, Oregon, Ohio and Tennessee. We also take phone
and online requests from people seeking information.
We now have most all of our books (an estimated
2,600) entered into our online database, and they are
accessible on our website at boonecomogen.org. We

are presently working on getting all of the Boone county reference books labeled to be more easily accessible
on our library shelves.
On August 2-3 our GSCM group was involved with
the Missouri State Genealogical Association gathering
held at Stony Creek Conference Center. On Saturday,
September 7 at 9 a.m, the GSCM will be having a special tour of the brand new State Historical Society of
Missouri. Anyone is welcome to join us on this exciting tour. The address of the State Historical Society
building is 605 Elm St. in Columbia.
For our October 1 meeting we are happy to have
Kathleen Boswell from Sedalia portraying Laura
Ingalls Wilder. The meeting will be held at the Boone
Electric Cooperative Community Room from 7 to 9
p.m. The address is 1413 Rangeline St., Columbia.

