
2020  

ANNUAL REPORT   

Boone County Historical Society 



2      Boone County Historical Society               

BOONE COUNTY  
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

BOARD of DIRECTORS 2020  
 

President 
Karen M. Miller 

 
Vice President 
Amy Henderson 

 
Secretary 

Marjorie Motley 
 

Treasurer 
Jim Marberry 

 
Past President 

Bill Powell 
 

DIRECTORS 
Mendy Diel ~ Carolyn Doyle    
James Gray ~ Charlie Lee  

Dick Otto ~ Suzanne Rothwell  
Nancy Russell ~ Nancy Schultz  

Andy Waters ~ Lisa Weil  
Jessie Yankee 

 
 

 
 
 
 

BCHS ENDOWMENT TRUST 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

 

Chair  Michelle Baumstark 
 

Vice Chair Melanie Staloch  
 

Secretary  Gwen Struchtemeyer 
 

Treasurer  Tom Pauley 
 

TRUSTEES 
Wilson Beckett ~ Stacey Button 

Susan Hart ~ Jim Marberry 
Joan Menser ~ Karen M. Miller 
 Betsy Odle ~ Barbara Weaver 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 
 

Executive Director & Curator  
Chris Campbell 

 
Montminy Art Gallery 
Lorinda Bradley, Director 
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Annual Membership Meeting Agenda 
 

President Karen M. Miller presiding, 3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., December 10 via Zoom 
 

Call to Order and Declaration of a Quorum 
 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting held December 5, 2019 

Motion for approval 
 

Treasurer’s 2020 Financial Report on behalf of the Board of Directors 

Motion for approval 
 

Endowment Trust Board Report 
 

Executive Director’s 2020 Annual Report 
 

    Nominations and Election of Board Members for 2021-2023 
 

President’s Comments, Service Awards and Acknowledgements   
 

Adjournment 

Boone County History & Culture Center  
Home of your Boone County Historical Society  

3801 Ponderosa Street, Columbia, MO 65201  |  573-443-8936  |  BooneHistory.org 

http://boonehistory.org
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Boone County History & Culture Center 
Historical Society Annual Meeting 

December 5, 2019 
 

The membership of Boone County Historical Society met in the Montminy Gallery of the Boone County 
History & Culture Center for the annual meeting including a covered dish meal and business session. Social 
hour was held at 5 p.m. followed by dinner at 5:30 p.m.  

President Bill Powell called the business meeting to order at 6 p.m., declared a quorum with over 40 mem-
bers in attendance. Each received a copy of the Annual Report of the Society containing the minutes of the 2018 
annual meeting, financial data, the president’s message and general review of the past year. Gary Smith moved 
to approve, seconded by Carolyn Doyle, it passed. Powell noted achievements of the year, notably annual goals, 
membership efforts and nomination of directors, officers and trustees that have resulted in dynamic, energetic 
and diverse leadership. 

Jim Marberry, BCHS board treasurer, gave summary of the past year’s financials, commenting that the 
Board had been diligent in staying within the budget. He referred members to page 6 of the annual report for 
income, expenses and financial data. Tom Pauley, endowment trustee and treasurer, gave a report of financials 
of the Endowment Trust and noted the final Hall of Fame financials had not been completed as of this date. 

Powell asked the board members, endowment trustees and executive director to stand for recognition. Execu-
tive Director Chris Campbell offered his thanks to these people for their skills and experience at BCHS, result-
ing in a stronger society. Campbell also noted his team had raised the level of professionalism to this organiza-
tion. Montminy Gallery director Kate Gray has taken a new job and Joy Wilson was appointed to that position 
and recognized. Also recognized was Karen M. Miller, vice president of BCHS and chair of the recent member-
ship drive, an effort that secured 330 new members. Also, recognized was the Henry “Hank” J. Waters III Digi-
tal Imaging Lab, the Heart of America Marathon event, Boone Piano concerts and in particular the outdoor con-
cert with Aina Cook. New exhibits She Got the Vote and the bicentennial were noted for 2020. Behind the 
scenes, Dave Knight helped make possible a future re-surfacing of the parking lot with his donation. New secu-
rity cameras will also be installed. Joy Wilson spoke briefly in her role as Montminy director, confirming the 
artists and shows in 2021, and plans to introduce artist workshops. 

Powell read the list of nominated new directors to serve 2020-2022, including Silas Koonse, Nancy Russell, 
Jessie Yankee, Mendy Diel and Suzanne Rothwell.  With no further nominations from the floor, Wilson Beckett 
moved to accept slate as presented, seconded by Tim Dollens and new directors were elected by acclamation.  

 Beckett, past president of BCHS, Karen Moore of the Traveling Trunk project and Nancy Thomas, volun-
teer coordinator each were recognized for their contributions to the Society. 

President-elect Karen M. Miller spoke of her goals for the organization namely, more members and volun-
teers, stronger financial base and cushion, development of an online newsletter, recognizing more historic sites 
and development plans for Maplewood. For these goals to be accomplished help from everyone is needed.  

Chris Campbell was commended for his leadership and BCHS recognized as a great foundation with a red 
roof. 

With no further business, Dick Otto moved to adjourn, seconded by Gary Smith, and meeting adjourned at 
6:47 p.m. 

 

Marjorie Motley, Board Secretary 

 
Captions (front page, clockwise from the top): The History & Culture Center proudly promotes the WE Project with a large-

scale banner facing Highway 63. Rochara Knight performs at the Blind Boone piano on February 6. Christensen Construction 

crew members smooth the new asphalt in the Center’s parking lot. Brian Flanagin, Waters Digital Imaging Lab coordinator, 

scans a glass-plate negative in the lab. The 25 foot bicentennial mural “Treasures of Boone County” was unveiled in March. 

The BCHS Capital Planning Committee meets on the veranda to discuss future facility needs. A young patron studies a type-

writer on display in the She Got the Vote exhibit. The Center’s Boone County 1820-2020 – Two Hundred Years of Progress 

features artifacts from Civil War General Odon Guitar and a 19th century, authentic covered wagon. 
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We are incredibly proud of the new achievements we have created together over 
the past 12 months as well as the variety of ways that we are preserving and sharing 
Boone County’s story. Yet, none of it is possible without you. Your generous dona-
tions fuel everything we do, so thank you for making these accomplishments possi-
ble. We cannot wait to see what new paths we make together in 2021. 

To commemorate 200 years of Boone County history, the Center’s Boone Coun-
ty 1820-2020 – Two Hundred Years of Progress exhibition featuring important mo-
ments in our history was on display throughout the bicentennial year. Highlights 
included artifacts from Civil War General Odon Guitar and a 19th century, authen-
tic covered wagon on loan from Bill and Judy Heffernan. The showpiece was a 25 
foot mural celebrating the people and communities of Boone County titled the 
“Treasures of Boone County”. The mural was a collaborative effort of hundreds of 
citizens and its unveiling on March 12 was the last in-person event of 2020 due to 
the incredible ways that COVID-19 impacted our lives.  

After the first local case of the novel Coronavirus, we initiated a completely 
new collection program from scratch and launched it through our website, in less 
than a month. We received beautiful, heartbreaking responses within weeks of this 
virus first being diagnosed in our county. We invite you to join the individuals of 
all ages sending in their journals, photos, art and online questionnaires. Learn more 
about this project at BooneHistory.org/Remembering-The-Coronavirus. 

Thanks to the generosity of local attorney David L. Knight and the Fred V. and 
Dorothy H. Heinkel Charitable Foundation, the Center parking lot was resurfaced 
in spring 2020. The project by Christensen Construction included safer access to 
our front door and veranda and improved drainage for all paved surfaces. 

Years in the making, we launched a free online digital archive in June 2020. It is 
truly something to celebrate as Boone County is one of a few county historical so-
cieties in the nation, with a community population of under 500,000, to possess an 
online digital archive. At its launch the archive boasted 2,500 photographs from 
1910-1936, and 2,000 pages of Boone County Court records, 1821-1840. Thanks to 
the continuing efforts of lab volunteers, as of December 7 the online digital collec-
tions now total 6,425+ items available at BooneHistory.org/Digital-Collections. 

This year the Montminy Art Gallery started sharing the incredible range that 
artistic expression may take, from traditional paintings to works in encaustic wax, 
with new online exhibitions. This idea to take art to the people is a natural fit with 
Tracy Montminy’s legacy. As a muralist she painted for the people, brightening 
spaces and challenging the status quo in numerous public places from libraries to 
post offices. We were also extremely proud to have hosted the WE Project: Por-
traits of Missouri’s Marginalized Communities. This poignant show filled the 
Montminy Gallery with beautiful, thought-provoking portraits from September 11- 
November 15.  

Yet, one of our biggest accomplishments was finding a way to honor our 2020 
Boone County Hall of Fame enshrinees—Sabra Tull Meyer, the late Dr. Hugh E. 
Stephenson, Jr. and MBS Textbook Exchange—without our annual gala. While 
creating an incredible Boone County Hall of Fame Commemorative Magazine with 
HERLIFE Magazine and a superb video with Bussen Productions was not what we 
had planned, we are proud to have made these lasting pieces to honor three very 
deserving Hall of Fame additions.  

And, if 2020 has taught us anything, it is that none of us know what the future 
holds but the only way forward is together. With your help and support behind us, 
we promise to continue honoring your story now and for generations to come. 
Thank you for your generosity and belief in this important mission. 

 

Captions (top to bottom): The Remembering the Coronavirus Project launched in April 

aims to record the impact of COVID-19 on the lives of Boone Countians. Ana Garcia, 25, 

featured in the WE Project, was brought from Mexico by her parents when she was six-

years old. Effervesce by Elise Rugolo this work in encaustic wax was part of the Fusion 

2020 show. Cover of the Hall of Fame Commemorative Magazine. 

You Make It All Possible 
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What a Year! This wasn’t how I envisioned my first year to be as your president. I was excited and looking forward to 
helping implement our committee’s wonderful ideas. I am one whose whole life has been enhanced by bringing people togeth-
er with get togethers. As I laid out the charges for each committee, the focus was on bringing people together whether for 
young or old, inside or out, creating programming which would help elevate the Boone County History & Culture Center’s 
presence in our community. This Society has so much to offer and with our ever-growing population many residents don’t 
even know we exist. They may drive along Highway 63 and wonder to themselves “What is that building with all the flags in 
front of it?” So, for my two-year term as president I really wanted to create an environment that could bring more awareness to 
what we had to offer at the Society. 

Our mission of collecting, preserving, exhibiting and interpreting Boone County’s history and culture needs to be shared. 
That starts with awareness and developing creative interesting programs for all age groups. It didn’t take long after the shut 
down in March that we realized we were going to need to be flexible and pivot away from the original plans. The Endowment 
Trust who hosts one of the best gala’s in town as a fundraiser honoring the yearly Boone County Hall of Fame enshrinees had 
to get creative. A commemorative magazine including all the past and present Hall of Fame honorees to coincide with Boone 
County’s Bicentennial celebration was created as a fundraiser along with a virtual tour of the Society including some of the 
behind the scenes shots. They could have just decided to skip this year, but they were determined to honor the inductees in 
some way and then in person next year along with the 2021 inductees. 

The Maplewood House Committee is diligently updating materials in preparation of the eventual re-opening of the house. 
Once completed these materials will be utilized, even virtually, until the pandemic limitations are lifted. Maplewood is tucked 
back in the park; barely seen from the road but is a wonderful place to host small events, tours and relive the history of the 
time when Dr. Frank & Lavinia (Lenoir) Nifong were residents. 

The Membership and Development Committees had a successful “Giving Day: Membership and Summer Give Drive” 
event under the leadership of membership chair Jessie Yankee. During these extraordinary financially strapped times we need-
ed to put effort into outreach to our friends and members. I want to thank everyone who stepped up to help us bridge the fund-
ing gaps when in-person fundraising events are limited.  

As the work of many of our other committees was put on hold, the Digital Lab has kept moving forward and was able to 
launch our online digital collection page encompassing the work of many volunteers completed in the Henry “Hank”  J. Wa-
ters III Digital Imaging Lab. Awareness about the Lab’s ability was showcased by my favorite project since volunteering for 
the Society. The Faces Found-Boone County Portraits 1886-1940 exhibit which showcased some of our collections. To view 
the photos and story of that incredible exhibit visit BooneHistory.org/Faces-Found. This is how the story starts—the story of 
the lost and then found collection of over 500,000 photographs of Boone Countians between 1886 and 1970 is a compelling 
tale that consists of detective work, near disasters, mysteries, lies, heroism, passion and dedication.  

As with anything worth preserving it takes time, volunteers and financial support to be able to share it in significant ways. 
The collection itself has had many hands helping over the years since it came to the Society and now to bring it to life. That is 
exactly why I volunteer at the Center and would invite you to do so as well; volunteers are the backbone of our success.  

From the Desk of the President  Karen M. Miller 

Karen M. Miller addresses the members gathered at the Annual Membership Meeting in the Montminy Art Gallery December 2019. 

 
 

The Faces Found exhibition is now online along with the incredible story of the dedication it took to bring the collection to BCHS. 
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Financial Summary November 1, 2019 – October 31, 2020 

Checking Account Balances, November 1, 2019    $38,229 

Income (Nov 2019 – Oct 2020)    $470,736 

Expenses (Nov 2019 – Oct 2020)    $367,356 

Total Investment Equity     $858,084 

Total Assets                        $2,095,976  

Total Liabilities                  $60,725 

Checking Account Balances, October 31, 2020        $60,717 

Income 

Memberships           $50,140 

Donations                            $222,325 

Grants                                       $58,312 

Center (tours, rentals)      $2,071 

Center Store                  $4,282 

Montminy Gallery                 $17,183 

Maplewood House                $15,025 

Concerts                                 $5,673 

Hall of Fame                     $62,421 

Boone Village                             $0 

Endowment Trust            $22,586 

Photo Lab Fundraiser    $4,495 

Meet the Author     $2,046 

Other                                  $4,177 
 

            Total  $470,736 
 

   

 

 

Expense 

Advertising                       $14,102 

Hall of Fame                            $58,192 

Concerts                                     $6,013 

Maintenance                              $11,309            

Material Grant Expense         $5,355 

Insurance                              $12,551 

Membership Mailings         $6,325 

Newsletter                                        $9,709 

Office Supplies & Postage        $6,694 

IT/Hardware & Security      $12,120 

Personnel (with taxes)                 $149,403 

Utilities                                    $16,260 

Collections & Exhibits                  $17,531 

Center Store                       $3,906 

Maplewood House                           $3,075 

Montminy Gallery                       $10,311 

Boone Village                        $3,448                     

Other                                              $21,052 
 

                                            Total  $367,356 

 

Captions (left to right): The Show Me Missouri Women performance in the Montminy on March 7 was one of the last in person events 
hosted in 2020. Nancy Thomas prepares artifacts from Darwin Hindman’s collection for proper long-term storage in the vaults. Car-
olyn Doyle, right, makes calls in the gallery for Giving Day on August 20. 
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2020 Statistical Summary 
 
 

“Traveling Trunk” student participants     660* 
 
Volunteer Hours        2,200+* 
 
Digital Collections        6,425+ 
Historic photographs and records available online thanks to the 
efforts of volunteers and staff in the Waters Digital Imaging 
Lab. View items at BooneHistory.org/Digital-Collections. 
 
Members          933 
including all individuals in family memberships  
 
Corporate Members                 30 

 
New Members         63 
including corporate members and all individuals  
in family memberships, since January 1, 2020      
 
Instagram Followers         
in January 2020                        837 

in December 2020                      1,067 
 
Facebook Follows         
in January 2020                         3,018 
in December 2020             4,378 
*Estimated numbers 

Grant Support  
 

New Grant Funding 
$5,167—City of Columbia Office of Cultural Affairs 
for fiscal 2021. The monies granted are for support-
ing art exhibits in the Montminy Art Gallery, the 
Blind Boone Piano Concert Series, the “Traveling 
Trunk” and history exhibits. 
 

 
Active Grant Funding 
$20,000—Boone County Commissioners provided 
this supplemental grant funding in 2020 for both 
general operations and for continuing work on digit-
izing early Boone County Records and mounting our 
first digital collections archive. $10,000 was granted 
for each. 
 

$6,767—Fiscal 2021 (July 2020—June 2021). The 
Missouri Arts Council informed BCHS of this award 
in early September 2020. The funds are designated 
for all arts-related activities, but not for history or 
humanities related programming. The art gallery, the 
Meet the Author series and the Boone Piano concerts 
are all supported.  
 

Completed Grant Funding 
$9,384—Fiscal 2020 (July 2019—June 2020). The 
Missouri Arts Council provided funds that support 
the Montminy Art Gallery, Meet the Author and the 
Blind Boone Piano Concert Series. 
 

$4,311—City of Columbia Office of Cultural Affairs 
Commission granted these monies for October 
2019 through September 2020 for programs in the 
Montminy, the Blind Boone Concert Series, the Ad-
ventures of the Traveling Trunk and history exhibits. 
 

$5,000—The Columbia Convention and Visitors Bu-
reau provided this funding in October 2020 to help 
produce the Hall of Fame “Virtual Tour” of the His-
tory & Culture Center.     
 
$8,000—The Missouri Humanities Council, through 
the CARES ACT and the National Endowment for 
the Humanities, provided this funding for exhibits 
and assistance in keeping open hours in the summer 
months during the pandemic.  
 
$2,895—The Stafford Family Charitable Trust pro-
vided these funds to allow the purchase of a new se-
curity digital recording device and four, new digital 
security cameras.  

“The thing I enjoy the most is sharing 
the ‘Traveling Trunk’ and stories of our 
settlers from 200 years ago with 
students. Their excitement to learn from 
the past is invigorating!” 

–Dick Otto, past president 

Dick Otto, a past president of BCHS, shares stories from the 
Traveling Trunk at Paxton Keely Elementary in February 2020. 



 

You can help  
the unknown be known for 

future generations. Donate  

today and help preserve  

the challenges and triumphs 

across the centuries, from 

settling in an unknown territory 

to the impact of COVID-19. 
 

Every gift of any size makes 

a positive difference.  

Donate today 
CoMoGives.com/Product/Boone

-County-Historical-Society 

 

See the exhibition in-person now through January 9 or online at  

BooneHistory.org/Montminy-Art-Gallery 

Thank you Sponsors, Supporters and Advertisers 
You made it possible to celebrate 200 years of Leaders and Heroes  

 

While creating an incredible Boone County Hall of Fame Commemo-

rative Magazine and a behind-the-scenes tour of the History & Culture Cen-

ter with KOMU’s Emily Spain was not the way we planned to honor our 

2020 enshrinees thank you to our sponsors, supporters and advertisers for 

making it possible!  

Sponsors—Gold Level: Boone Electric Cooperative; Silver Level: 

Bank of Missouri, Michelle and Frank Baumstark, Melanie and Mike 

Staloch, Hawthorn Bank, PWArchitects; Tour Sponsor: Columbia Conven-

tion and Visitors Bureau and supporting contributions from Central Bank 

of Boone County.  

Full page advertisers—MBS Textbook Exchange, Boone Hospital 

Center, Buchroeders Jewelry, Columbia Public Schools, Columbia College, 

Commerce Bank, KMOS TV, MU Health Care, MU Alumni Association 

and Dave Grigg's Flooring America.  

Please also save the date of October 22 for the 2021 Hall of Fame Gala. 

Together, we will formally welcome 2020’s deserving enshrinees—sculptor 

Sabra Tull Meyer, renowned cardiothoracic surgeon and educator the late 

Dr. Hugh E. Stephenson, Jr. and MBS Textbook Exchange—into the Hall of 

Fame, plus three more representing the class of 2021! 

Order copies today | $10 each 
BooneHistory.org/Hall-Of-Fame-2020 

All proceeds benefit the Historical Society and the 

BCHS Endowment. Thank you for your support!  


